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Hebrews 6:16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is anend of
every dispute. (NASB: Lockman)

Greek: anthropoi gar kata tou meizonos omnuousin, (3PPAI) kai pases autois antilogias peras eis bebaiosin o

horkos:

Amplified: Even though we speak this way, yet in your case, beloved, we are now firmly convinced of better
things that are near to salvation and accompany it. (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

NLT: When people take an oath, they call on someone greater than themselves to hold them to it. And without
any question that oath is binding. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: Among men it is customary to swear by something greater than themselves. And if a statement is
confirmed by an oath, that is the end of all quibbling. (Phillips: Touchstone)

Wuest: For men swear by the greater, and the oath which is for the purpose of confirmation is to them an end
of every dispute.

Young's Literal: for men indeed do swear by the greater, and an end of all controversy to them for
confirmation is the oath,

Paraphrases:

People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath they take settles the matter as final
proof.

Men appeal to a higher authority when they swear, and that oath serves to confirm the truth and end all
argument.

When humans make an oath, they swear by one greater, and the oath stands as the ultimate confirmation
that ends every dispute.

People take oaths in the name of someone greater, and once an oath is sworn, it ends all debate.

Men swear by a higher authority, and the oath becomes the final word, putting an end to every
disagreement.

When people swear, they call on someone greater than themselves, and the oath given is considered
conclusive and settles any dispute.

Human beings look to a higher power to guarantee their word; once an oath is made, it confirms the truth
and closes the discussion.

Since men swear by one greater than themselves, their oath serves as binding confirmation that brings

every argument to a close.

= Swear - Heb 6:13. Ge 14:22. 21:23, 24. 24:3. 26:20, 26, 28, 31. Mt 23:20-22
= An oath - Ge 21:30,31 31:53 Ex 22:11 Jos 9:15-20 2Sa 21:2 Eze 17:16-20
= Hebrews 6 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Hebrews 2:2+ For if the word spoken through angels provedunalterable (bebaios root of bebaiosis), and
every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty,

Romans 15:8+ For | say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to
confirm (bebaioo) the promises given to the fathers,

Galatians 3:15+ Brethren, | speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet
when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.

Psalm 110:4+ The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever According to the
order of Melchizedek.”

Hebrews 7:20-21+ And inasmuch as it was not without an oath 21 (for they indeed became priests without an
oath, but He with an oath through the One who said to Him, “THE LORD HASSWORN AND WILL NOT
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CHANGE HIS MIND, ‘YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER”);

COMPARISON WITH THE WAY MEN
CONFIRM THEIR WORD

For (gar) - Always pause to prayerfully ponder and peruse this poignantterm of explanation, and you often glean helpful insights
from your Teacher the Holy Spirit. You can always ask at least one question "What is the author explaining?" He is explaining
the security the readers could have in the divine promise in Hebrews 6:14-15 by using the analogy of oaths between men.

Wuest - The word “oath” is preceded by the definite article in the Greek text. The oath, which is used with a view to confirming
something, is the end of all disputes. Thus, the act of God in confirming His promise by an oath, is justified by human practice. The
confident hope which God’s oath warrants is justified by the fact that even a human oath puts an end to dispute. (Hebrews

Commentary online)

God's oath was not because His word was weak,
but because our faith is weak.

For (gar) men swear (omnuo) by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath (horkos) given as
confirmation (bebaiosis) is an end (peras) of every dispute (antilogia) - When men declare an oath (horkos), in effect they call
upon a higher authority (a deity, sacred object, or ruler) to validate truthfulness of what they say. For example in the OT, Israelites
swore “by the Lord” (Dt 6:13; Jer 12:16). "As (surely as) Yahweh lives” was the supreme oath in Israel. Abraham himself swore by
God and made others do the same (Ge 14:22; Ge 21:23f.; Ge 24:3). An oath (horkos) functioned as a guarantee to settle doubts
and secure trust. An oath (horkos) is preceded by the definite article (ho = the) so more accurately it reads "the oath”. The invoking
of the Lord’s name in the oath meant that one was bound under obligation before God to fulfill that word. Theoath (horkos)
gave confirmation (bebaiosis - see additional note) making what they said firm and secure. In other words, when practiced with
integrity, an oath (horkos) between men resulted in the matter standing on firm ground. And if the men heeded the oath (horkos), it
would put a stop to further debate because it was binding, (hopefully) removed suspicion and ended the quarrel. In short the oath
(horkos) was the final word in human agreements. The writer in a sense arguing from the lesser to the greater, for if human oaths
end disputes, how much more God’s oath! And to those Hebrews in his audience who were wavering, on the verge of drifting or
falling away, this was meant to undergird their hope which as we saw would energize full assurance (Heb 6:11) and give strong
encouragement (Heb 6:18).

By appealing to human oaths the writer demonstrates
that the divine promise is superior to man’s word.

Donald Guthrie - By appealing to human oaths the writer demonstrates that the divine promise is superior to man’s word. The
limitation of man’s word lies in the fact that his word is not sufficient in itself. The very need for an oath to back up a statement
reflects the character of the one who makes it....Once an oath has been made there can be no change. In this sense it is final for
confirmation. It affirms positively what it supports and effectively excludes what it denies. In any disputes (antilogiai) it is conclusive.
This binding character of human oaths is used by the writer to transfer his thought par excellence to the inviolability of the divine
word. (Borrow Hebrews Commentary)

WHAT are the two purposes of oaths which men make?

1. Confirmation = confirm what is said
2. Put an end to every dispute, to all arguments.

Grant Osborne adds that "The twofold purpose of all oaths is then made clear: to confirm what is said and put an end to all
argument.” With God standing behind the assertion, there is nothing more to be said. When God anchors his covenant promise to
Abraham with a divine oath, all possible debate is over, and the confirmation is iron-clad." (See Hebrews Verse by Verse)

God'’s promise does not depend on man's faithfulness
but solely His own faithfulness.

This is a glorious truth. When men are involved in strife and they want to make peace and guarantee the peace, they do it by doing
two things. They keep the peace and then they swear or take an oath that they will fulfill their promise. And they always swear by
someone or something greater than themselves. When they make such an oath, it settles the dispute. Assuming they are men of
integrity, they do what they say.

The writer's point is that if a human oath puts an end (peras) of every dispute (antilogia), even more so God’s oath can (or should)
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remove all doubt in the reader's hearts regarding the fulfillment of what He has promised.

THOUGHT - Believers often struggle with doubt. Hebrews 6:16—18 shows that God has provided not just a
promise, but a confirmed, guaranteed promise. His Word is enough. His Oath is more than enough. Together,
they serve to give us “strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us” (Heb 6:18).

David Guzik has a comment regarding practical application of these truths "During this time of patient endurance ED: AKA
"WAITING" LIKE ABRAHAM WAITED), many Christians get attacked. They wonder if they too will obtain the promise. They often
wonder “Will God really come through?” After he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise: God came through for Abraham,
even sealing His promise with an oath (ED: RECALL THE OATH WAS GIVEN EVEN AFTER BIRTH OF ISAAC WHICH
CONFIRMED TO ABRAHAM THAT ISAAC WOULD "BEGIN" THE MULTIPLICATION PROCESS, SO TO SPEAK, WHICH WOULD
CULMINATE IN THE SEED OF THE MESSIAH!) In fact, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself. This oath
showed that God’s promises (like His character) are unchanging."

F F Bruce points out that "This insistence on the divine oath in God’s promise to Abraham prepares the readers for the significance
of the fact that God’s promise regarding the Melchizedek priesthood was similarly confirmed by an oath: “Yahweh has sworn, and
will not change his mind” (Ps. 110:4, cf Heb 7:20-21) The bare word of God is guarantee enough in all conscience, but by confirming
it thus he “makes assurance double sure.” (Borrow Hebrews Commentary)

Simon Kistemaker - As the Scriptures reveal, Jewish people resorted quickly to swearing an oath. They might swear by heaven
(Matt. 5:34; 23:22; James 5:12), by the earth (Matt. 5:35; James 5:12), by the temple (Matt. 23:16), by Jerusalem (Matt. 5:35), or in
the name of the Lord God (Gen. 14:22; Deut. 6:13; 10:20; Judges 21:7; Ruth 1:17; Jer. 12:16). Most of the oaths were sworn in the
name of God or that which was associated with God (heaven, the temple, or Jerusalem). That does not mean that the Jew identified
God with the objects used as substitutes, but rather that the Jew of Jesus’ day did not take his oaths seriously. Jesus forbade the
swearing of an oath (Matt. 5:33—-37) because of this sinful practice. He taught that a man’s word must be unquestionably true so
that, as a consequence, oaths would no longer be necessary. In a court of law, however, the judge administers an oath in order to
uphold the truth. Indeed, “men swear by someone greater than themselves” when they invoke the name of God. They appeal to God
because he is the ultimate truth, and thus in case they break the oath they risk divine revenge. In court the truth must be spoken by
defendant, plaintiff, and their lawyers.45 The oath, then, settles the truth in any dispute. (Borrow Hebrews Commentary)

He by Himself hath sworn,
I on His OATH depend
-- The God of Abraham Praise

C H Spurgeon - For people swear by what is greater than themselves The Father pledged His honor and His word. He did
more; He pledged his oath. He pledged His own word and sacred honor of Godhead that He would be true to His Son, that He
should see His seed, and that by the knowledge of Him Christ should “justify many” (Isa 53:11). But there was needed a seal to the
covenant, and what was that? Jesus Christ in the fullness of time set the seal to the covenant, to make it valid and secure, by
pouring out His life’s blood to make the covenant effectual once for all. If there be an agreement made between two men, the one to
sell an estate, and the other to pay for it, the covenant does not hold good until the payment is made. Now, Jesus Christ’s blood was
the payment of His part of the covenant; and when He shed it, the covenant stood firm as the everlasting hills, and the throne of God
Himself is not more sure than is the covenant of grace. And, mark you, that covenant is not sure merely in its great outlines, but sure
also in all its details. Every soul whose name was in that covenant must be saved. Unless God can undeify Himself, every soul that
Christ died for He will have. Every soul for which He stood Substitute and Surety He demands to have, and each of those souls He
must have, for the covenant stands fast. (Blood of the Testament)

Swear (3660) omnuo means to affirm the truth of a statement by calling on a divine being to execute sanctions against a person if
the statement in question is not true (in the case of a deity taking an oath, his divine being is regarded as validating the statement).
In this case God's Own Divine being is regarded as validating the statement.

Omnuo is repeated in this middle section of Hebrews...
Hebrews 3:11 As | swore in My wrath, 'They shall not enter My rest."

Hebrews 3:18 And to whom did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were
disobedient?

Hebrews 4:3 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, "As | swore in My wrath, They shall
not enter My rest," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.

Hebrews 6:13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
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swore by Himself,

Hebrews 6:16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is
an end of every dispute.

Hebrews 7:21 (for they indeed became priests without an oath, but He with an oath through the One who said
to Him, "The Lord has sworn And will not change His mind, 'Thou art a priest forever' ")

This verb omnuo is in the Septuagint (LXX) of God swearing to keep His covenant to bring Israel into the land
(Dt 1:8, 35, 2:14, 4:21, 31, 6:10, 18, 23, 7:8, 12, 13, 8:1, 18, etc > 30x in Deut.)

Oath (3727) (horkos from herkos = a fence, an enclosure, that which restrains a person) (See more in depth dictionary discussion
of Oath) in simple terms is a solemn statement or claim used to validate a promise. In other words an oath represents a solemn

attestation of the truth or inviolability of one’s words. An oath is a solemn pledge to affirm something said as absolutely true. An oath
is a definitive and binding confirmation of the spoken word and invalidates any contradiction of the statement made.

HORKOS - 10V - Matt. 5:33; Matt. 14:7; Matt. 14:9; Matt. 26:72; Mk. 6:26; Lk. 1:73; Acts 2:30; Heb. 6:16; Heb.
6:17; Jas. 5:12

Horkos was used to validate a promise or affirm something said as absolutely true. An oath is a solemn
promise, often invoking a divine witness, regarding one's future acts or behavior and often included penalties
(and stated in the oath) for failure to keep the oath. An oath is a definitive and binding confirmation of the
spoken word and invalidates any contradiction of the statement made. Vine adds that Oath refers to "the
confirmation of a compact among men, guaranteeing the discharge of liabilities; in their disputes “the oath is
final for confirmation.” This is referred to in order to illustrate the greater subject of God’s “oath” to Abraham,
confirming His promise."

In the OT it was prescribed that oaths should be taken in Yahweh’s name (Deuteronomy 6:13; 10:20), and
lying under oath was condemned as a violation of the Third Commandment (Exodus 20:7; Deuteronomy 5:11;
Zechariah 5:3,4)

Vine - Oath refers to "the confirmation of a compact among men, guaranteeing the discharge of liabilities; in
their disputes “the oath is final for confirmation.” This is referred to in order to illustrate the greater subject of
God'’s “oath” to Abraham, confirming His promise."

Noah Webster's 1828 dictionary defines oath as "A solemn affirmation or declaration, made with an appeal to
God for the truth of what is affirmed. The appeal to God in an oath, implies that the person imprecates his
vengeance and renounces his favor if the declaration is false, or if the declaration is a promise, the person
invokes the vengeance of God if he should fail to fulfill it. A false oath is called perjury.

Confirmation (951) bebaiosis from bebaioo = to establish) is strictly a legal technical term for furnishing a guarantee legally valid
confirmation; hence, as an action = confirmation, verification, making sure, ratification, confirmation, corroboration. The idea is to
cause something to be known as certain, to prove to be true and certain = confirmation, verification. In legal contexts, it meant the
act of validating or ratifying a covenant, contract, or testimony. In philosophical contexts, it meant a firm demonstration or proof that
ended doubt. Thus, an oath was regarded as giving “legal binding force” — it secured the matter so no further challenge could be
raised.

The formula eis (for the purpose of) bebaiosin ("making something certain" "settling something firmly" as in
Heb 6:16) was a technical expression that had persisted for centuries and conveyed the idea of a legal
guarantee in a transaction. In short eis bebaiosin means “for the purpose of full confirmation,” describing the
binding, dispute-ending function of an oath which was the point the writer uses to magnify the absolute
certainty of God’s oath regarding His promise.

BEBAIOSIS - Only 2 uses in NT - Heb 6:16, Philippians 1:7+ and one in the Septuagint - Lev 25:23

Gilbrant - Classical Greek and Septuagint Usage - Bebaiosis, related to bebaios (used in Heb 2:2), acquired
a figurative sense and was applied in contract and judicial language: “guarantee, trustworthy.” In judicial
language bebaios means that which is “valid” and legal. The verb bebaioo means “to make firm, affirm,
establish, strengthen, guarantee”; the noun bebaidsis often appears in documents relating to business or
commerce, and in such instances it denotes something as “confirmed, secure, certain.” The word group carries
essentially the same meaning in the Septuagint as it does in secular Greek.

The word group functions in the New Testamentto speak of something sure, unmovable, such as the
promises of God (Romans 4:16; 15:8; Hebrews 6:19), the prophetic word (2 Peter 1:19). As the disciples
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preached the Word, the Lord confirmed that word with signs following (Mark 16:20). In another sense,
Christians will be established in the faith (Colossians 2:7); they will make their calling and election “sure” (2
Peter 1:10). The term bebaiosis is found twice in the New Testament. In Philippians 1:7+ bebaiosis is linked
with apologia and together they serve as an entity. These terms function to reveal in legal terminology two
aspects of Paul’s ministry. His ministry included presenting a defense or vindication of the gospel (apologia) as
well as confirming or guaranteeing the truth of the gospel. In Hebrews 6:16 bebaiosis is used in an illustration
of how, by appealing to a greater authority, an oath is confirmed between two parties. This act serves as a
confirmation that what was promised will come to pass. As Morris states, “It is an authoritative word
guaranteed by the highest authority” (Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 12:60). Such an assurance is guaranteed
by God that those who patiently endure will receive the fulfilment of the promise of salvation. (Complete

Biblical Library)

End (485) (Peras akin to peirar = end, limit) was a technical term for a legal guarantee = confirmation, legal guarantee. End,
extremity, limit, boundary.

Gilbrant - From the era of classical Greek through the Septuagint into the Greek New Testament peras
denoted an endmost point or extremity. It might be used to indicate a physical “end, limit, boundary,” as when
Jesus said of the queen of the South that she came “from the ends of the earth” (Matthew 12:42, RSV; Luke
11:31; cf. Romans 10:18). In a nongeographical sense peras describes an oath as the means whereby an
“end” is made to arguments among people (Hebrews 6:16). These four citations are the only occurrences of
peras in the New Testament, with the possible exception of a variant reading at Acts 13:33. (Complete Biblical

Library)
PERAS - 4V - Matt. 12:42; Lk. 11:31; Rom. 10:18; Heb. 6:16

PERAS IN SEPTUAGINT - Est. 3:13; Job 28:3; Ps. 2:8; Ps. 7:6; Ps. 19:4; Ps. 22:27; Ps. 39:4; Ps. 46:9; Ps.
48:10; Ps. 59:13; Ps. 61:2; Ps. 65:5; Ps. 65:8; Ps. 67:7; Ps. 72:8; Ps. 95:4; Ps. 98:3; Ps. 119:96; Ps. 145:3;
Jer. 18:7; Jer. 18:9; Jer. 51:13; Ezek. 7:2; Ezek. 7:3; Ezek. 7:5; Ezek. 7:6; Ezek. 21:25; Ezek. 21:29; Ezek.
30:3; Dan. 4:21; Amos 8:2; Nah. 2:9; Nah. 3:3; Nah. 3:9; Hab. 2:3; Zeph. 3:10;

Dispute (hostility) (485) antilogia from antilego = contradict in turn from anti = against + lego speak) literally a word spoken against
or speaking against and so talking back, face to face, in opposition against (a dispute involving opposite opinions). Our English
word dispute describes a disagreement, a quarrel, an argument or a verbal controversy. Antilogia can also mean defiance against
authority (with special emphasis on verbal defiance -- see examples below of this use in the Septuagint) or rebellion as by Korah
in Jude 1:11.

Antilogia describes contradiction or controversy with the added sense that strife is involved. Strife means
bitter sometimes violent conflict or dissension. The English word hostility pictures enmity (deep-seated dislike
or ill will or a manifestation of such feeling) or antagonism.

ANTILOGIA - 4V - dispute(2), hostility(1), rebellion(1). Heb. 6:16; Heb. 7:7; Heb. 12:3; Jude 1:11

ANTILOGIA IN THE SEPTUAGINT - Exod. 18:16; Num. 20:13; Num. 27:14; Deut. 1:12; Deut. 17:8; Deut.
19:17; Deut. 21:5; Deut. 25:1; Deut. 32:51; Deut. 33:8; 2 Sam. 15:4; Ps. 17:44; Ps. 30:21; Ps. 54:10; Ps. 79:7;
Ps. 80:8; Ps. 105:32; Prov. 17:11; Prov. 18:18

Numbers 20:13 Those were the waters of Meribah (Hebrew means place of strife or
contention; LXX = antilogia = dispute), because the sons of Israel contended with the
LORD, and He proved Himself holy among them.

Deuteronomy 1:12 'How can | alone bear the load and burden of you and your strife
(Hebrew = rib = strife, controversy, quarrel; LXX = antilogia)?

The God of Abraham Praise

The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days,
And God of love.

Jehovah, great | AM,
By earth and heav’n confessed,;
| bow and bless Your sacred Name,
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Forever blest.

The God of Abraham praise,

At Whose supreme command
From earth | rise, and seek the joys
At His right hand.

| all on earth forsake,

It s wisdom, fame, and pow’r;
And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tow’r.

He by Himself hath sworn,

| on His OATH depend;

| shall, on eagles’ wings upborne,
To heavn’ ascend;

| shall behold His face,

| shall His pow’r adore,

And sing the wonders of His grace
Forever more.

The whole triumphant host

Give thanks to God on high

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.

Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine!
| join the heav'nly lays;

All might and majesty are Thine,
And endless praise.

Hebrews 6:17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His
purpose, interposed with an oath, (NASB: Lockman)

Greek: en o perissoteron boulomenos (PMPMSN) o theos epideixai (AAN) tois kleronomois tes epaggelias t

ametatheton tes boules autou emesiteusen (3SAAI) horko,

Ampilified: For God is not unrighteous to forget or overlook your labor and the love which you have shown for
His name’s sake in ministering to the needs of the saints (His own consecrated people), as you still do.
(Amplified Bible - Lockman) (Amplified Bible - Lockman)

NLT: God also bound himself with an oath, so that those who received the promise could be perfectly sure that
he would never change his mind. (NLT - Tyndale House)

Phillips: So in this matter, God, wishing to show beyond doubt that his plan was unchangeable, confirmed it
with an oath. (Phillips: Touchstone)

Wouest: In which God, more abundantly desirous of demonstrating to those who are inheritors of the promise
the immutability of His counsel, interposed with an oath,

Young's Literal: in which God, more abundantly willing to shew to the heirs of the promise the immutability of
his counsel, did interpose by an oath,

PARAPHRASES:

“In the same way, God, wanting to show more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable nature of
His purpose, guaranteed it with an oath.”

“Because God desired to give the heirs of His promise absolute certainty, He confirmed it by swearing an
oath.”


http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3739
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2316
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1014
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4053
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4053
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1925
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2818
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1860
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=276
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1012
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3315
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3727
http://www.lockman.org/
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1722
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3739
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4054
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1014
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3588
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2316
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3588
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2818
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3588
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1860
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3588
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=276
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3588
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=1012
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=846
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3315
http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3727
http://www.lockman.org/amplified/?ISBN=0310915007&hilite=no
http://www.lockman.org/amplified/?ISBN=0310915007&hilite=no
http://www.newlivingtranslation.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/068482633X?v=glance

“So God, wishing to prove the unalterable character of His plan to the inheritors of the promise, bound Himself
with an oath.”

“In order to show the heirs of the promise how unchanging His will is, God confirmed it with an oath.”

“God, in His desire to provide strong assurance to those who would inherit the promise, added the
confirmation of an oath.”

“Thus, because God wanted His heirs to be fully persuaded of His unchanging purpose, He interposed with an
oath.”

“To demonstrate to the heirs of the promise that His counsel cannot change, God guaranteed it by swearing.”

“Because God wanted to prove beyond all doubt that His promise was unshakable, He confirmed it with an
oath.”

= Desiring - 1 Co 12:11. James 1:18. 2 Pe 3:9)

=« even more to show Ps 36:8. Song 5:1. Isaiah 55:7. Jn 10:10. 1Pe 1:3

= the heirs - Heb 6:12. Heb 11:7, 9. Ro 8:17. Gal 3:29. Ep 1:11. Ja 2:5. 1Pe 3:7

= of the promise - Ge 17:7. Ac 2:39. Ga 3:17, 29.

= the unchangeableness - Ge 1:9 18. Job 23:13, 14. Ps 33:11. Ps 110:4. Pr 19:21. Is 14:24, 26, 27. Isa 25:1. Isa 46:10, 54:9,
10, 55:11. Jer 33:20, 21, 25, 26. Ro 4:13, 16. Ro 11:29. Jas 1:17.

= of His purpose - Ge 17:7. Ac 2:39. Acts 20:27. Gal 3:17, 29

« interposed - Heb 6:16 Ge 26:28 Ex 22:11 Gal 3:20.

= Oath. He 8:6. Jer 33:20, 21

= Hebrews 6 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Galatians 3:29+ And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants,heirs (kleronomos)
according to promise (epaggelia/epangelia).

Hebrews 1:14+ Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of thosewho will
inherit salvation?

Romans 4:13+ For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would beheirs (kleronomos) of the
world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.

Romans 8:17+ and if children, heirs (kleronomos) also, heirs (kleronomos) of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

GOD'S CONDESCENSION
FOR OUR ASSURANCE

Now the writer turns from human oaths in Heb 6:16 to the divine oath by God Himself.

In the same way - The writer builds on Hebrews 6:16’s analogy of human oaths and applies it to God’s oath to Abraham. Just as
men confirm disputes with oaths, so also God acted, but in a greater way. So the flow is from the truth that as human oaths confirm
things (Heb 6:16) so God, stooping to man's level, gives His own oath not because He needed to, but that He might give believers
rock-solid assurance regarding His promise (Heb 6:17).

Wuest says In the same way "refers to the entire previous clause. The idea is “in accordance with this
universal custom.” Since the oath has this convincing power among men in Heb 6:16, God disregards the
insult implied in man’s doubting His Word, and condescends to human infirmity, confirming His Word by an

oath. (Hebrews Commentary online)

Spurgeon - he wanted to show even more Even thus does He reveal Himself to us, unfolding the ancient covenant of grace that
He has made with us in Christ Jesus. And He bids us look upon the solemn seal of the Savior’s sacrifice, and of the oath of old that
the Lord made unto His Son. As He led His servant a stranger in a strange land, but yet surrounded and enriched with innumerable
mercies, even so are we sojourners with Him, as all our fathers were, but yet endowed with boundless favor in the blessings of the
right hand of the Most High. (Full sermon Strong Consolation)

God, desiring (boulomai - present tense - continually) even more (perissos) to show (epideiknumi) to the heirs (kleronomos) of
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the promise (epaggelia/epangelia) the unchangeableness (ametathetos) of His purpose (boule), interposed (mesiteuo) with an
oath (horkos) - Desiring (boulomai - present tense - continually) is more likely to express God’s will of decree whereas the verb
thelo refers to God's will of desire .Boulomai carries the tone of a preordained, divine decision, somewhat more deliberate than

thelo (Lk 22:42). God’s intention is more than an inclination or wish as with thelo but using boulomai conveys a definite resolve. (see
ot

note) God was desiring to give proof and demonstrate how committed He was to carry out His promise to the readers heirs) by
giving His oath as surety or guarantee. This is a powerful picture. God Who Himself alone is Judge of all, condescends in a sense
to say "l swear to fulfill My promise to you"! This is an incredible truth for finite, created beings to receive from their Creator Who

justifiably could have annihilated us all forever! Oh, how deep the canyons of God's mercy to lost sinners such as me.

My worth is not in what | do but in Whose | am.
As an heir, my future is secure.

Donald Guthrie elaborates on heirs (kleronomos) - The ‘heirs’ is a comprehensive term for the true children of Abraham and is not
exclusively a reference to the people of Israel. Jesus, when addressing Jews who claimed to be Abraham’s children, said ‘If you
were Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham did’ (John 8:39). The apostle Paul, in writing to the Romans, can refer to
‘those who share the faith of Abraham, for he is the father of us all’ (Rom. 4:16). The heirs of the promise are therefore distinct from
the natural descendants. (Borrow Hebrews Commentary)

The adverb even more (perissos) means He is all the more willing and shows His eagerness, not only that He is willing, but that He
is “abundantly willing.” To show (epideiknumi) means He desires to demonstrate or prove openly (stronger than simply "show
casually"), this verb conveying the sense that God desires to make it clear beyond dispute to the heirs. To the heirs (kleronomos) of
the promise (epaggelia/epangelia) is primarily to Abraham's descendants by faith, those who inherit the promises by belief in Christ.
As Paul says in Gal 3:29+ if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs (kleronomos) according to promise
(epaggelia/epangelia).” All who share Abraham's faith (cf Ge 15:6+) are designated beneficiaries of God's unchangeable covenant,
an inheritance secured by God's oath and fulfilled in Christ. Here in Heb 6:17, the the promise (epaggelia/epangelia) is specifically
to the Abrahamic promise (Ge 22:16—-18+) of blessing and multiplying, which ultimately unfold in Christ and salvation for the
Gentiles (Gal 3:8+). Note that the promise belongs to those who receive it by faith and become heirs. One other point about heirs is
that knowing they have heirship ties the readers (and us) to the future reality, the certainty of the future inheritance fueling present
perseverance.

Spurgeon - to the heirs of the promise Heirs, not according to the power of the flesh, but according to the energy of grace.
Ishmael was the heir according to flesh, but he did not obtain the inheritance: “it is not the children by human descent who are
children of God” (Rom 9:8). Isaac was born not through his father’s or his mother’s strength, for they were well stricken in years, but
he was the child of promise, the fruit of divine visitation. Then this excludes those who are heirs according to their own will, who
scoff at the mighty work of grace, and believe that their own free choice has saved them! The Lord said unto Moses, “I will have
mercy on whomever | have mercy, and | will have compassion on whomever | have compassion” (Rom 9:15). And Paul adds in
Romans 9:16, “It does not depend on the one who wills or on the one who runs, but on God who shows mercy. (Full sermon Strong
Consolation)

Philip Hughes - God in his goodness desired to show more convincingly, to underline, as it were, with a double assurance, the
unchangeable character of his purpose; and to this end he interposed with an oath. This he did for the sake not only of Abraham but
also of all the heirs of the promise, whose line starts with Abraham and continues on through Isaac and the men and women of faith
of the old dispensation (as expounded in ch. 11 below), and right on to the present moment, with Christ as the focal point of
fulfilment; for the line is the line of faith, and specifically faith in Christ, in whom the promise has its realization (Jn. 8:56; Gal. 3:7-9,
16f.; 2 Cor. 1:20). All who by faith are united to Christ are heirs of the Abrahamic promise. Accordingly, Paul tells the Galatian
believers: “If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham'’s offspring, heirs according to promise” (Gal. 3:29). (See A Commentary on the
Epistle to the Hebrews - Page 232)

The unchangeableness (ametathetos - see note) of His purpose (boule - see note) describes His plan (boule) as unalterable and
immutable. This description gives strong emphasis on God'’s purpose (boule) being firmly fixed and incapable of being overturned or

revised. This is in contrast to humans who often change plans due to weakness, lack of foresight, or new circumstances. God never
does. The word purpose (boule) has a dual meaning conveying both the deliberation of God’s mind and the outworking of His will.
For example in the Septuagint, this same word (boule) is used in Ps 33:11+ where the psalmist says "The counsel (boule) of the
LORD stands forever, The plans (logismos) of His heart from generation to generation." In other words, the writer of Hebrews is

stressing not merely God’s thoughts but His sovereignly determined purpose, which He intends to bring to pass. God’s eternal plan,
determined in His infinite wisdom, cannot be altered, revoked, or thwarted. It grounds the believer's assurance because the God
who promised is the God who cannot lie and cannot change.

By confirming it with an oath
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